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Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1X4 

Via Email: FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

 

 

RE:  Is Drax’s business model truthful? 

 

Dear Minister Conroy: 

 

We are writing on behalf of the Fish, Wildlife and Habitat Coalition to express our growing 

concern with the continued destruction of British Columbia’s natural values. Specifically, the 

shocking statements made in two recent documentaries, BBC Panorama – The Green Energy 

Scandal Exposed and The Fifth Estate – The Big Burn.  

 

Formed in the fall of 2020, the Fish, Wildlife and Habitat Coalition currently represents over 28 

organizations, 1,000 businesses, 275,000 British Columbians and is adding more members and 

supporters by the week. We are the single largest environmental coalition in BC’s history and our 

mission is to advocate for biodiversity, ecosystem health, and the restoration and long-term 

sustainability of fish, wildlife and habitat in British Columbia. 

 

When we watched The Green Energy Scandal Exposed, we were shocked to learn the following: 

 

• It is better to burn coal in the UK to generate power than to ship BC wood pellets for this 

purpose 

• In the short-term, logging increases carbon output 

• Drax is logging primary forests for pellets 

 

“Although Drax claims that their ‘business model’ is to use only waste wood, in documents 

obtained by the BBC from a Canadian forestry database, that show the quality of every log 

delivered to the Drax pellet plant…only 11% of the wood delivered to these plants was grade 

6 or Z - that's the small, diseased and rotten wood that Drax claims they use.” 

 

Similar allegations were raised about our forest industry in The Big Burn. 

 

“BC's largest wood pellet manufacturer, Pinnacle (owned by Drax), had in fact received several 

permits to log old growth or primary forests, paying fees to the province for the trees they cut.”   
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Our attention was also drawn to the loophole in the 1997 Kyoto accord where Canada and the 

United Kingdom where among the signatories of a historic agreement to keep track of global 

carbon emissions. “But when it came to trees, carbon emissions were only counted when the 

tree was cut down and transported. That meant the burners of wood, like the UK, were off the 

hook.  Scientists now call that an error.”   

 

These two documentaries reveal the unacceptable actions of a foreign corporation involved in 

logging primary forests in British Columbia. Furthermore, the statements you made in the 

legislature on October 4th, 2022 do not match the information presented in these 

documentaries.  

 

For the Coalition, which has been working hard to bring people together to address the crisis 

facing fish, wildlife, and habitat in BC, this is deeply disheartening and calls into question the 

provincial government's commitment to nature.  The Old Growth Strategic Review expressed, 

we need to transform how we manage our forests, our old forests, and change the paradigm to 

put land stewardship priorities of biodiversity and the range of values at the forefront instead of 

making timber paramount.  

 

We respectfully ask the Minister to live up to this commitment, and research Drax’s use of saw-

grade logs – specifically, that you conduct and present a full and transparent accounting of 

where all logs and residual forest products go, whether to sawmills, pulp mills or pellet mills. 

Please expose the truth of Drax’s business operations to either re-affirm or refute the claims 

made by the BBC and The Fifth Estate.   

 

We would like a meeting to discuss these matters in more detail.   

 

Sent on behalf of the Fish, Wildlife, and Habitat Coalition 

 

Contacts: 
 

Jesse Zeman, BC Wildlife Federation, jessezeman@gmail.com  

Scott Ellis, Guide Outfitters Association of BC, ellis@goabc.org  

Katherine MacRae, Commercial Bear Viewing Association, kathy@bearviewing.ca  

Tim Burkhart, Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative, tim@y2y.net 

 

CC:  David Eby – Premier  

George Heyman – Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

Josie Osborne – Minister of Land, Water and Resource Stewardship  

Adam Olsen – Green Party 

Todd Stone – Opposition Critic 

Diane Nicholls – VP Sustainability, Drax Group 
 

Fish, Wildlife and Habitat Coalition members include: 
• Backcountry Hunters and Anglers British Columbia • Hunters for BC  

• BC Federation of Fly Fishers • Outdoor Recreation Council of BC 

• BC Fishing Tourism Association • Raincoast Conservation Foundation 

• BC Trappers Association • The Steelhead Society of BC 

• B.C. Wildlife Federation • Traditional Bowhunters British Columbia 

• British Columbia Federation of Drift Fishers • United Bowhunters 

• Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society - BC Chapter • Watershed Watch Salmon Society 

• Commercial Bear Viewing Association of BC • Wild Sheep Society of British Columbia 

• Coast to Cascades Grizzly Bear Initiative • Wilderness Tourism Association of BC 

• Fraser Valley Angling Guides Association • Wildsight 

• Fraser Valley Salmon Society • Wildlife Stewardship Council 

• Ducks Unlimited Canada • Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative 

• Guide Outfitters Association of British Columbia • And others. 
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